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"The fleshly body is made of the fixed, objectified
dreams of the Creator. The dualities are ever-present on
earth: disease and health, pain and pleasure, loss and
gain. Human beings find limitation and resistance in
three-dimensional matter. When man's desire to live is
severely shaken by disease or other causes, death arrives;
the heavy overcoat of the flesh is temporarily shed. The
soul, however, remains encased in the astral and causal
bodies.* The adhesive force by which all three bodies are
held together is desire. The activating power of unfulfill-
ed desires is the root of all man's slavery.
"Physical desires are rooted in egotism and sense plea-
sures. The compulsion or temptation of sensory experience
is more powerful than the desire-force connected with
astral attachments or causal perceptions.
"Astral desires centre around enjoyment in terms of
vibrations. Astral beings enjoy the ethereal music of the
spheres and are entranced by the sight of all creation as
exhaustless expressions of changing light. The astral being
also smell, taste, and touch light Astral desires are thus
connected with an astral being's power to precipiutle all
objects and experiences as forms of light or as condensed
thoughts or dreams.
"Causal desires are fulfilled by perception only. The
nearly free beings who are encased only in the causal
body see the whole universe as realizations of the dream-
ideas of God; they can materialize anything and every-
thing in sheer thought. Causal beings therefore consider
the enjoyment of physical sensations or astral delights as
gross and suffocating to the soul's fine sensibilities. Causal
beings work out their desires ,by materializing them in-
stantly, f Those who find themselves covered only by the
delicate veil of the causal body can bring universes into
manifestation, even as does the Creator. Because all crea-
tion is made of the cosmic dream-texture, the soul thinly
clothed in the causal has vast realizations of power.
* Body signifies any soul encasement, whether g* oss or subtle.
The three bodies are cages for the Bird of Paradise,
t Even as Babaji helped Lahiri Mahasaya to rid himself of a
sub-conscious desire from some past life for a palace, as des-
cribed in Chapter 34.